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sured, provided that we are guaranteed decent relations with
tie peasantry for the next ten or twenty years. Admittedly the
Soviet Union would have been spared many difficulties in the
past and present if Germany were ruled by a government under
Comrade Thaelmann and not by the hangman of the working
classes, and if England, instead of being administered by that
hybrid between jackal and fox,1 were governed by the fraternal
English Communist Party. So much is obvious. But though
the capitalists remain in power in those countries, the experi-
ences of the first and second five-year plan demonstrate that
even if the world revolution is delayed, we are assured of an
amazing growth of Russia's resources; and this growth will
accelerate the coming of revolution elsewhere. Assuredly, too,
the victory of the proletariat in other countries will improve the
outlook in Russia for the perfection of the Socialist structure.
This in turn will allow us to give liberal support to the new
Soviet Republics abroad."
Sosnovsky concludes by declaring that if the "various
types of opportunists" had remained in power, their principles
would have ruined the regime, so that it was a piece of good
fortune that Russia possessed a strong and determined ruler
like Stalin to control her policy. In this direction, too, Sos-
novsky concludes, there would be neither compromise nor with-
drawal so long as Stalin remained at the head of the State.
Anyone believing that Sosnovsky*s words should be regarded
as merely theoretical should be told that the same issue of
Pravda contains the following references to contemporary
world-revolutionary questions and to Russia's participation
in them. First there is a sympathetic report on "unrest in
the Australian navy," due to bad food and inhuman working
conditions. Pravda comments thereon: "Following on the
recent disorders in the British battle-cruiser Hood, this dis-
affection brings fresh proof of the growing class-consciousness
of British sailors."
1 When this letter waa written, Mr. Ramsay